An ELISA for detecting pestivirus antigen in the blood of sheep persistently infected with border disease virus.
A monoclonal antibody capture enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) has been developed to detect a pestivirus-specific antigen in leucocytes of sheep persistently infected with border disease virus. A blind trial was conducted to compare the specificity of the ELISA with conventional tissue culture virus isolation on blood samples from 58 sheep, aged 3 to 48 months. There was total agreement between the two tests; 27 sheep were shown to be BDV-infected. The ELISA OD values of the positive samples ranged from 0.12 to 0.86 and were not related to age, strain of virus with which they were infected or presence of serum neutralising antibody. Negative samples had OD values between 0 and 0.02.